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INDIA Bloc

to meet EC

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ™
NEW DELHI ‘
Leaders of the Opposition IND.
Bloc are likely to meet t
Election Commission on F :
their demand to promptl
absolute voter turnout
the ongoing Lok Sabha
after each phase.
Opposition leaders will also
raise the issue of alle&ed use.
of religious symbols” by
BJP in its campaign, source
added.
INDIA Bloc parties, mcluduig the
Congress, Trinamool Congress a
the Communist Party India
(Marxist), have written to the pdl
panel separately so far, expressing
concern over the alleged "
the release of the voter turnout data
in the first two phase&

it figure

Various Op eJ;osmonp have also
approached the poll panel over
speeches| made by Prime Minister
11:::;:11 dModi anlcl'l ther gg
ers durin, mpai

- alleging that epglo nge of
Conduct had been violated.
Amid the Opposition's fallegations,
the 5:1“ dog had asserted that
boo data of the al

number of votes polled”fis available

to the candidates soon after:the
voting ition: ies have
also sought the de e number
of voters who exerdsed their
franchise.
In a statement issued last week, the
EC also said it attaches "due
importance” to the timely release of
voter turnout figures after each phase
of the poll, and said not just
constituency, but booth-wise data of
the a number of votes polled is
available with the candidates, which
is a statutory req ent.
Congress . president
\ lehrjun arge had
written to leaders of various
Opposition parties on the
issue of alleged
) discrepancies” in the g
dtm released by the EC. In his
letter, Kharge u that the

INDIA Bloc leadcrs to collectgvcly,
unitedly and unequivocally” raise
their voi

The EC officially sh e turnout
figure for the first two phases of Lok
Sabha pells on Aprnl 30.

Continued on Page 8

From Page 1
According to EC figures, a
voter turnout of 66.14 per
cent was recorded in, phase
one and 66.71 per cent
phase two of the ongou%
Lok Sabha polls.

For the third phase of voting
that took place on Tuesday,
the EC's voter turnoutapp on
Wednesday showed that 65.
per cent voting had occurre

A Press release on Monday Iq

INDIA Bquto me

ade by Opposition parties
vell as

gu% EC

C also contained the
number of electors in
seat, al with the
percem figures.

e complaints

JP, the poll |

Fll
delegode of
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| "he searing hot summer, apathy among party wo

i being cited for thinning crowds at polling
awaited for the first two phases, an SBI

is higher than in 2019. And, what’s more, it a

About 9 Lakh More Than

From Election Commission to n

ous concern over a marked dip in
search by SBI, which analyses the :
however, notes that whereas the turt
3.1 percentage points lower than last time,

there were 8.7 lakh additional votes cast over 2019.
rise in the number of those who have voted so far
phases covered about 35% of the total Ee

there

B

o

Y,

Karnataka, Assam On Top

About 12.9 lakh extra votes were cast in half of
phase on April 26 (the remaining voted in the third
analysis). That puts it top of the pack that has led

Absolute increase/decrease in number of voters |
in 2024 vis-a-vis 2019 (phases 1 and 2)

Increase/decrease in absolute
voters (in lakh)

L
-8.7
E

rs, and politicians’ inabilif

|
|
|
g |
|
|
|

Map shows constituencies In85
that have voted in first2 2019
phases of 2024 LS polis. bya
Some states have completed | the
voting for all their LS seats re
while others will finish voting seats’
in the coming phases or mi

ined their 2019 record
$

toen

during these LS polls. While uj turnout numbers from EC are
i$ says that inabsolute terms, the n of those who have voted this year
signs the polling percent may even go up in the coming phases.
| b
re’s seri-| | J 2024
year Re| | Actual ‘ Actual Votes (Lakh)
i119,26),
| 2,070.1
| numbers, | | !
t'sa0.4% |
Turnout %
first two
try. ! Phasel " Phasel Phase 2
{3 PUPRPRRN ‘\AA:\AAAA'\AAAMJ
i In No. Of Votes
. lakh a
- Women have Inabsolute number
of votes, than 65% (5.7 lakh) of
the 8.7 lakh so far.
feature has voting in SC/ST
- constituencies: of the extra votes
1 being castin t have voted till now
| An Optimistic
ataka’s 28 seats that vo Forecast
on 7, which is not
rise in absolute votes cast The completion of the
Increase in absolute votes third phase of voting
2019 (top 10 seats) on May 7 means the
: halfway mark has been
Inner Maniput 44 1akh crossed in LS polls
Jorh, 1 2024. The report notes
Dibrug that in 2019, turnout
e -2 I R
Udhampu# SN 1.9 5 the seven phases, start-
Tura [ 1.9 v ing at 69.4% and end-
Barmi - A ing at 61.7% with an
shillo | overall 67.7% turnout.
: 16 Researchers said that
alore North |1 5 this year, “a reverse
Mysore: 1.4 : phenomenon could be
ts, the number of absolute votes cast o undeciies; wimtfi:g
: percentage po ra
reased by than 1 lakh though it di marked improvement”
ilar margin in 74 seats. In 25 canstitue in the subsequent
status quo, which means about 60% of the phases.
lysed s| either an increase in votes cast e

voters, these are the chief factors

4,047 008

R

¢
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FOURTH PHASE LS POLLS uP

A test of caste dynamics
and BJP dominance

BISWAJEET BANERJEE B
LUCKNOW

AN
for May 13, the
focus shifts to 13 crucial con-
stituencies in Uttar Pradesh. This
is poised to be a litmus test
r_ caste inﬂuﬁwd: and the
e oenge e e By
dable ge for the Bharatiya
Janata Party to maintain its
onall 13 seats secured

Verma is the BSP candidate.
KHERI: Kheri has been a battle-
e Since
mhe BJP has m seat
four times, including consecutive
victories in 2014 and 2019. On
thz other hand, the SP has

duwe‘mwhh
zoos ;BIP\ y h

Teni retained m:ur
mg5362perc¢m oflhevules.
defeating SP's Purvi Verma.

Qspﬁzem}trovusymwﬂn)g
his son’s involvement in the

Kheri violence case
of 2021, Teni remains the BJP
candidate for the third time,
dullengcd by SPs Utkarsh

phase
(SC), Kheri, Dhaurahra,
Hardm (SL). Misrikh (SC),
Farrukhabad, Etawah

ing agreement with its INDIA

bloc Congress.

Thil JP faces ﬂ!ﬂcnge of
icating its 2019 rmance

mmpthls hase, while the SP aims

to reclaim lhe presng:o‘::

tory. wﬂh 4821 per cent of the
votes, defeating BSP's alliance
candxdne Arshad Siddiqui.

Jerma continues as the

BJPs mndldm and faces SPs
Anand Bhadouria and BSP's

et
: In Smpm' BlPs

Verma
uus in 2019, mcurlng 483 per
He defeated

BSP': Nakul Dubey, with

(Congress securing a minor

of 9 per cent votes. Ve
mmnpuuauhlwmﬂdmm
challenged by Rakesh Rathore of

the Cor 2

HA 1 (SC): Hardoi saw a
decisive victory of the BJP in 2019
when Jai Prakash Rawat secured
53.71 per cent of the votes,
dénnﬁ,s? " Shiv Prasad Verma.
Both BJP and SP have ﬁelded

BJP in the pr!vlnus ection.
H;smnauytheBSP}usgnppled
to secure victories in several
constituencies, including
eri, Hardoi,

Firrukhazad I(annau), and
Kanpur.

CONST"UEHCV
HIGHLI
SHAHJAHANPUR  (SC):
Shnhphanpur has witnessed a
over the'

landscape:

Th: BJP secured victories

K in 1998, 2014 and 2019,
while the Congress emerged tri-
umphant twice in 1999 and
2004. The SP clinched this seat
onlyoncein 2009. In the last elec-
tions, BJP’s Arun Kumar Sagar
victorious with 58.09

joint candidate of the SP-BSP-

RU) alliance. The BJP has ?
SP has

Rajes Kashyap. Daudram

their pi
upcommg election.
MISRIKH(SC) Alesser-known
constituency, Misrikh saw BJPs
Ashok Rawat emerging victori:

ous in 2019, defeatm BSP's
Neelu JP has
repeated its ssmng MP who
faces a challenge from SP candi-
date Manoj Kumnar.

'UNNAO: Known as the ‘Land of
Pen and Sword, Unnao com-
nmndsmumducm its signif-
icant Scheduled Cas! -
tion. In 2019, B)'F.lSwa:mSu.kshl
Ji j secured a

victory, defeating SP’s Arun
Shankar Shukla. The BJP has
nominated Swami Sakshi Ji

Tandon Ind Ashok K Pandey,

victorious with %,sngg cem‘or
the votes, defeating s Manoj

The BJP has mmnedns
sitting MP, while the SP has field-
ed Naval Kishore Kashyap and
the BSP has introdt Kratiti
Pandey, adding complexity to the
electoral dynamics.
ETAWAH (SC): Etawah, histor-
ically an SP bastion, has wit-
nessed changing political land-
scapes. In 2019, BJPs Ram
Shankar Katheria defeated SP's
Kamlesh Kumar. The BJP has
retained Katheria this time, while
the SP and BSP have introduced
Jitendra Dohare and Ram Si

competitive nature, of electoral

: The electoral land-

scape of Kannauj underwent a
transformation in the

2019 elections. BJP’s Subrat
thak dxsmzm] the SP’s fort
by defeating the then sitting MF
Dimple Yadav. The BJP has reit
erated its support for Subra
Pathak, while the BSP has intro-
duced a Muslim candidate
Imran Bin 3 adiversc
dimension to the electoral con
lcs1 Akhnlthadavxsd\eSPun
KANPUR. Kanpur remains
pivotal constituency in Uttas
Pradesh politics. In 2019, Bn»

Z ; defeating Snpnkash
e Congress. In the upcnmms
clecllon. Iw(h the BJP a

ss have fielded Brahmin
can idates, namely Ramesh
Awasthi and Alok Mishra,
respemvely while lhe BSP has

Kuldeep Bhada
slgmhngak:mlyccmcﬂtddpc
toral battle.
AKBARPUR: Once a stronghold
of the BSP, Akbarpur has wit-
nessed shifting political alle-

over the years. In 2019,
JPs Devendra Bhole em
victorious, defeating BSP can
date Nisha Sachan. In the upcnm
ing election, the BJP has retained
its candidate, while the SP has
introduced Raja Ram Pal. The

BQP has named a Brahmin can-
ate, Rajesh Kumar Dwivedi,
the electoral

mum(scynmﬂmm
seen a mix of

over the years. In 2019, BIPs
Akshaibar Lal secured

victory
from this seat, defeating SP's
Shabbir Valmiki. The BJP has
muuducsznandGondnklés

the
dxvemty o(candi’dates
FARRUKHABAD:

Farrukhabad
hzsbeena battleground for var-
jous political parties. In 2019,

BIPs Mukesh Rajpat emerged

tion, while the SP has fielded
Ramesh Gautam. The BSP has
fielded a professor of Lucknow
University, Brijesh Kuma
Sonkar, as its

Friday, May 10, 2024
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Congress questioned how a child itted insi e pol
booth with his father an | why Meher was allowed to take a mobile
phoneinside. T ;
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HT Correspondent In Jacob on
Ietlers@hind::ntimes com Thursday.

An important eeting was
LUCKNOW : Officials of the dis- in the missioner's
trict administratiort will moti-  au with theaim of mak-
vate residential welfare associa- ing woters awaré under the
tions (RWASs) to boost voter turn- SVEEP b of the Elec-

out and ensure 100% voting on
20.

D e medting, it was
Booth-level officers (BLOs) deci at designated staff of
with outstanding performance the district 2 fration will
during the elections willbe hon-  visit houses across the area,
oured with special citations, rec- encouraging residents to exer-
ognising their hard work and cise their franchise| This door- |

dedication, said divisional com-  to-door initiative aims to mak

the voting prage
ble and emp

fei®

el HAY 2004

voter turnout

magistrates of the district to
ensure that distribution of voter
slips is done on time.
Additional commissioner
administration, Ranvijay Yadav,
‘Lucknow Development Author-
ity (vice chairm dramani
Tripathi, municipal commis-

should be con sioner Inderjeet Singh, chief
scale. She said that voters should development officer Ajay Jain,

| be made aware through wide additional district te,
B ' publicity through LED boards, administration, Shubhi Singh,
| hoardings and media, sothatthe and officials of related depart-

| voting percentage can i Se.  ments were present at the meet-

She instructed all sub-district ing.
#®
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ccer and District Magistrat of Lucknow Surya
saw the second rancﬁ;smi ation of EVMs and
upcoming Lok Sabha el

ns and assembly
r May 20. This process was onducted assem-
cials, observers, candidates,

agents. The randomisation included booth
EVMs, determining which hines will be
fic booths. The process ensures t arency
deployment of EVMs and W[PATS across elec-
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0 nomination
iled on 3rd da
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o nomination was filed
an! candidate on the thi
y o
as!

nomination for 77
i amentary con-
situency under Lok Sabh

eral Election, 2024 here on
L . So far, only four
candidates have filed their
ndmination X from.

one no; ion form was
n by Athar Jamal Lari of
ujan Sama jl Party (BSP) !
lereas p have also
redeived 12 treasury challans.
Earlier, Expenditure
OBbserver Varanasi |
Patliamentary Constituency
Ajit Dan held a meeting in the

Ney Circuit House auditorium

5
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g
5
=
B
&
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5

ing Lok Sabha
eledtions, their agents and

Circuit House from 9 am
to 1@ am for information relat-
ed td election expenditure etc
and he can be contacted on his
mobile No 923 ; 1760.
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